CHRISTMAS MESSAGE from BISHOP WYN
Two thousand years ago, the focus was on a family: one particular family; displaced and in difficult circumstances, but together. Ever since that momentous event in the stable in Bethlehem, Christmas has been a time for families.  Today, for many, it may be the only time in the year when families meet together across the generations.
But for us as Christians, the family has a broader meaning.  We are the family of Christ.  So our family knows no walls or boundaries.  And it is for life, not just for Christmas.

The Christian family is for everyone, forever.  It reaches beyond the celebration of the season into everything we do and everything we are. It is about community.
Actually, I prefer to think of it as neighbourhood.  Our faith in the redeeming nature of Christ inspires us to reach out to everyone around us.  But when we are commanded to love our neighbour as we would ourselves, it does not just mean the family next door or over the road; or, indeed, the person in the pew next to us. 
We have spoken at length in recent months about where we as a Church should be going in the next decade.  And one of the themes that has emerged most clearly is a desire to embrace a wider community and to be more welcoming to our neighbours, by offering ourselves as a focal point for the common good.
Quite what that is will depend very much on where you are.  But wherever we are, and whatever is needed, it is part of our mission to do what we can to offer it.  And we must be pro-active, seeking out the needs rather than waiting for them to present themselves to us.
In the words of St Matthew, you shall know them by their fruits, their deeds.  Let us take the life-affirming opportunity of Christmas to show the world around us what we have to offer.  For the love of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit are surely the greatest gifts of all.

May I wish you all a Joyful Christmas and a Blessed and Fruitful New Year.
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