Church Sales Regulations

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE 

APPLICATION OF THE PROCEEDS OF SALE OF 

CHURCHES, CHURCH SITES AND CHURCHYARDS

1.

(1)
Subject to any special trusts affecting the property and to regulation 1(2) hereof, the net proceeds from the sale of any interest in a churchyard or burial ground or any part thereof in a parish shall be invested by the Representative Body in a Church Fabric and Churchyard Maintenance Fund, the income from which shall be used for the repair or maintenance of any place of worship, churchyard, burial ground or church hall in such parish.

(2)
If such net proceeds exceed £7,500 (or such other sum as the Representative Body may from time to time decide) the Representative Body may deal with such excess, or any part thereof, in accordance with regulation 2 hereof as if it were the proceeds from the sale of a church or church site.

2.


Where in a parish a church or church site or any part thereof, vested in the Representative Body, has been declared redundant and sold, the proceeds of sale of such church and its residual contents or of the church site or any part thereof shall be applied for the following objects and in the following order of priority:-

(a)
for the payment of all fees and costs connected with the sale


(b)
for the repayment of any loan made by the Diocesan Board of Finance in respect of that church or church site, together with all interest thereon;


(c)
to defray any costs incurred by the Representative Body in maintaining, making safe, insuring, demolishing and reinstating the site of the former church prior to its sale;


(d)
towards the cost of relocating items removed from the redundant church to other churches subject to the approval of the Representative Body with the advice of the Diocesan Advisory Committee and the Diocesan Churches and Pastoral Committee;
 
(e)
10% of the balance of the proceeds of sale remaining after deduction of the items referred to in Regulation 2(a) – (d) above to the Provincial Redundant Churches Fund for maintaining, making safe, insuring, re-instating and demolishing redundant churches in the Province. 



(f)
towards the cost of providing or adapting another place of worship (also vested or to be vested in the Representative Body) in the same parish, or group of parishes of which such parish forms part, if in the Bishop’s judgement such is required, or subject to the approval of the Bishop towards the cost of providing or adapting another place of worship in the Diocese (also vested or to be vested in the Representative Body)


(g)
towards the cost of facilitating the sharing of church buildings with other denominations pursuant to the Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969.

3.

Any application under the foregoing regulations for the application of funds towards the cost of providing or adapting another place of worship in a parish shall be made within a period of eighteen months from the date on which the parish and the Bishop are notified of the receipt of the funds by the Representative Body.

4.

Where the income from a licence, lease or other agreement in respect of a parish approved by the Representative Body does not exceed the sum of £7,500 per annum or such other sum as the Representative Body may from time to time decide, this sum shall be paid to the parish for the maintenance of a place of worship in the parish.  Where the income exceeds such a sum, the Representative Body shall determine how such excess shall be applied in consultation with the parish.

5.

In all cases where funds are to be applied by the Representative Body in accordance with regulations 2 and 4, a copy of the most recent audited accounts for the parish shall be provided to the Representative Body.

6.

These regulations shall not apply to the proceeds of any insurance claim in respect of the total loss of a church building.

7.

In these regulations the word “sale” wherever it appears shall include disposal by way of the grant of a lease at a premium.
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