 THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN SWANSEA

 ON 11 AND 12 APRIL 2007

An Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales was held at the University of Wales, Swansea on Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 April 2007.

_____________________________________________

The President, the Archbishop of Wales, was in the Chair for the start of the meeting.

______________________________________________

07/01  Prayers and Bible Study
The Reverend Canon Dr. Tudor Griffiths led the Prayers and Bible Study.

07/02
President’s Mandate


In accordance with Section 18 of Chapter II of the Constitution, the Lay Secretary certified the due execution of the President’s Mandate.

07/03  Minutes


The minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Governing Body held on 20 and 21 September 2006 were confirmed and signed.  

07/04
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

07/05  Representatives of Cytûn and Other Churches

The President welcomed those attending the meeting to represent Cytûn and other Churches:  

Cytûn

Mr Siôn Rhys Evans

The Methodist Church
The Reverend Gareth Powell


The United Reformed Church

The Reverend Stuart Jackson

The Presbyterian Church of Wales

The Reverend Ian Hodgins

07/06
The Reverend Father Paul Bennett
The President spoke about the tragic circumstances relating to the death of the Reverend Father Paul Bennett.  The Governing Body would remember his wife, Georgina, and his family in its prayers. The collection at the meeting would be for a memorial fund to provide additional financial support for the family. 

07/07
The President’s Address

The President addressed the Governing Body.  

______________________________________________

Mr Basil Richards was appointed as the assessor for the day.

______________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was taken by Dr Gillian Todd.

______________________________________________

07/08
Report of the Standing Committee 


In the absence of its Chairman, His Honour Judge Philip Price Q.C.,  the Report of the Standing Committee was presented by Mr Nigel Williams, Deputy Chairman of the Committee.  He then proposed the following recommendations which were seconded by Mr David Lambert, Chairman of the Drafting Sub-committee. 


Panel of Governing Body Chairmen
That the Very Reverend Alun Hawkins and the Reverend Canon Jeremy Winston be added to the Panel of Governing Body Chairmen for a six year term and that Miss Sylvia Scarf, Mr Gilderoy Glossop and Mr Nigel Williams continue on the panel of Governing Body Chairmen for a further six year term.

The resolution was passed nemine contradicente.
Panel of Governing Body Assessors

That Mr Arwel B C Davies be added to the Panel of Governing Body Assessors for a six year term.  

The resolution was passed unanimously.

Constitutional Amendments

That the amendments set out in Appendix III [ to the Standing Committee’s Report ] be made to the Constitution.

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

[ NB These amendments form Appendix I to these minutes. ] 

Synod of The Church of Ireland May 2007 

That Mrs Mary Salmon be invited to attend the Synod of the Church of Ireland from 8-10 May as the Church in Wales’ Representative.

The resolution was passed unanimously.


Approval of the Report 


That the Report of the Standing Committee be approved.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/09
Training Costs – Report from the Representative Body 
Lord Rowe-Beddoe, Chairman of the Representative Body, proposed and the Archbishop seconded the following motion:

That the Governing Body approve the recommendations set out in the Report from the Representative Body entitled “Responsibility for Ministry Training Costs”.


[ NB The recommendation in the Report was:

The Representative Body recommends to the Governing Body that the cost of training for ministry be taken out of the Block Grant arrangements from I January 2009 and revert to payment 75% by the Representative Body and 25% by the diocese. ]

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/10  Question Time


Oral answers to written questions were given by the Bishop of Monmouth and the Venerable Malcolm Squires,  Archdeacon of Wrexham.

______________________________________________

Dr Gillian Todd vacated the Chair which was taken by Mr Nicholas Cooke Q.C.


______________________________________________

07/11
Church in Wales Website 


The Bishop of St Davids, the Venerable Philip Morris, Archdeacon of Margam, and 


(with the consent of the Governing Body) Mr Matt Knight gave a presentation to introduce the Church in Wales’ new website which was then formally launched by the President.  

07/12
Church In Wales Education Review

The Bishop of St Asaph, the Reverend Edwin Counsel and (with the consent of the Governing Body) the Reverend Mary Thorley led a presentation about the Church in Wales Education Review. 

The Bishop of St Asaph then proposed and the Reverend Edwin Counsel seconded the following motion:


That the Governing Body welcome the Church in Wales Education Review and encourage the Church’s participation in the Review process.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/13
Welsh Language Scheme
The Bishop of St Davids proposed and the Venerable Robert Williams, Archdeacon of Gower, seconded the following motion:

That the Governing Body approve the Welsh Language Scheme April 2007.

Adjournment

The Meeting was adjourned until the following day.



______________________________________________

The Meeting of the Governing Body resumed on Thursday, 12 April 2007.

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
There was a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  


______________________________________________

      The President took the Chair and appointed Mr Tim Davenport as Assessor for the day.

______________________________________________

The President vacated the Chair which was resumed by Mr Nicholas Cooke Q.C.

______________________________________________

07/13
Welsh Language Scheme (Resumed Debate )
The resolution was passed by a very substantial majority.


______________________________________________

Mr Nicholas Cooke Q.C. vacated the Chair which was taken by Mr Nigel Williams. 

 ______________________________________________

07/14
Diocesan Presentation

The Bishop of Monmouth gave a presentation of the work in his diocese.


07/15
Dental Clinic in Gaza
The Right Reverend David Thomas, Provincial Assistant Bishop, spoke about the work of the Church in Wales’s mobile dental clinic in Gaza. 

07/16
The Ordination of Women to the Episcopate
In accordance with Standing Order 13 the Governing Body agreed to the suspension of Standing Orders for this item. 

The Reverend Canon Richard Pain and Miss Patricia Davies then introduced a discussion in which a further 29 members spoke.  

07/17
Government of Wales Act 

Mr David Lambert gave a presentation about the implications for the Church of the Government of Wales Act.

07/18
Report of St Michael’s College, Llandaff

The Bishop of Monmouth proposed and the Archbishop seconded the motion:

That the report of St Michael’s College, Llandaff be received.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

07/19
Private Members’ Motion
Mrs Terrie Smith proposed and the Reverend Jonathan Williams seconded the motion:

That the Governing Body draw the attention of the Church in Wales to the persecution of Christians in certain countries and make parishes aware of the work of organisations which seek to support those suffering such persecution.


The resolution was passed unanimously.

______________________________________________


Mr Nigel Williams vacated the Chair which was taken by the President.

_____________________________________________

07/20
Date and Place of Next Meeting.
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Governing Body would be held on 19 and 20 September 2007 at the University of Wales, Lampeter.


This concluded the business of the Meeting and the President gave the Blessing.
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