THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES
SEPTEMBER 2008
Green Issues and the Parish Green Guide

Climate change is the major issue facing humanity.   Initiatives to address the issue underpin much government policy and influence our daily lives.

At the Governing Body in April 2008, a workshop was held to discuss a proposed Parish Green Guide.  This guide has been developed by the Representative Body and CHASE (CHurch Action for a Sustainable Environment) to assist Parishes in considering green issues and a draft is provided to Governing Body members.  Please note that the final version will be printed in colour and will be bi-lingual – this draft has been supplied to save paper at this stage.
The guide is presented to the Governing Body for its endorsement but is a step in a process of ensuring the Church develops its environmental policies.  This process follows three key stages:

1. Developing Commitment – raising awareness of the importance of the issues through the set of principles developed by the Bench of Bishops and the Parish Green Guide

2. Developing Skills - Improving training in green issues for parishes and church officers.  Developing exemplar projects and providing detailed guidance on specific topics

3. Communication – Identifying good practice examples and promoting issues across the Church.  Increasing the profile of Diocesan Environmental Awards.

Motion
That the Governing Body:

(i)
support the process outlined above as a means of improving the environmental performance of the Church;
(ii)
endorse the Parish Green Guide and commend it for use in Parishes.






