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Anglican Consultative Council meeting
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Background paper
The fourteenth meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council was held from 1st to 13th May in Kingston, Jamaica.
The Church in Wales was represented by one clergy and one lay member – the Very Reverend Chris Potter, Dean of St Asaph, and Helen Biggin from the Diocese of Llandaff – and also by the Archbishop of Wales in his capacity as a member of the Primates’ Standing Committee. The Wales contingent was boosted to four by the presence of Bishop Gregory Cameron, who attended as outgoing Deputy Secretary General of the Anglican Communion.
The role of the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) is to “facilitate the co-operative work of the churches of the Anglican Communion, exchange information between the Provinces and churches, and help to co-ordinate common action. It advises on the organisation and structures of the Communion, and seeks to develop common policies with respect to the world mission of the Church, including ecumenical matters.” The ACC is one of the four Instruments of Communion that serve the world wide family of Anglican/Episcopal churches - the Archbishop of Canterbury being the 'Focus for Unity'. The ACC includes bishops, clergy and laity, as members appointed by the 38 provinces of the Communion. Altogether there were about seventy participants at ACC-14.
The 12-day meeting examined issues as diverse as the controversial Anglican Covenant, Evangelism and Church Growth, inter-faith concerns, the environment, peace-making dialogues, health and education. A total of 41 resolutions were passed, ranging from the Bible in the Life of the Church to Colleges and Universities of the Anglican Communion, the Windsor Continuation Group and the Listening Process.
For the first time, the meeting comprised smaller ‘Discernment Groups’, as well as full information, decision-making and business plenary sessions. These gave opportunities for ideas and issues to be shared and explored in a more informal setting. Another innovation was a chance to see the ‘big picture’ of the Anglican Communion through an open ‘exhibition’ of the various and varied networks. Members had a chance to follow this through by each selecting three network presentations to attend.
Morning sessions began with Bible Study on Mark’s Gospel.
The bald facts and figures, meeting programme and lists of resolutions cannot do justice to ACC-14, however. Time spent there offered an amazing experience and a 
2

true privilege, meeting inspirational people from across the world, sharing stories, and gaining an invaluable insight into different ways of doing things. 
While there were indeed many differences – mainly in the day to day lives of members – it was clear that there is much more that unites us than divides us across the Anglican Communion. It was humbling to see too how much the Anglican Communion is valued by so many people.  The challenge for ACC-14 members in Wales is to bring back what we learned to the Church here in a meaningful way.
There were many memorable, often poignant, moments: the ACC member from Africa who only ever allowed a small amount of water to be poured into his glass, just enough for his immediate needs; the scriptural references on advertising hoardings, scrawled at the side of the road and on municipal noticeboards; the extraordinary and joyful welcome from the people of Jamaica; and the fact that people with very firm views on critical issues were prepared to talk, to listen and to hear each other. 

Throughout the meeting, the worship was inspiring. In addition to daily services, particularly notable were the closing Eucharist at the Cathedral of St. James in Spanish Town - the oldest Cathedral in the British Caribbean - and visits to Parishes throughout Jamaica on the second Sunday.  A really outstanding experience though was the opening Eucharist service in the National Arena, with a congregation of 8,000. ACC-14 members processed into the stadium behind their Church banners, there were no fewer than thirty stations for Communion. And, wonderfully, we shared the Peace to Bob Marley’s ‘One Love’!
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