Agendum 16

The Church in Wales Education Review
Presentation to the Governing Body, September 2009

The Church in Wales Education Review is a significant agenda item at the forthcoming meeting of the Governing Body.   The presentation of the Education Review, and discussion upon it will centre around a motion:  

That the Governing Body 

(a) affirm the commitment of the Church in Wales to work with government and voluntary bodies to achieve the highest standards of education for all the population of Wales;
(b) commend an understanding of education as a vital way in which human beings are invited and enabled to live into the fullness of life which God intends for us;
(c) receive the final report of the Church in Wales Education Review Group, and the report of the Church in Wales Children’s Network;
(d) ask the Bench of Bishops to work with all appropriate channels and persons to carry forward the implementation the recommendations of the Education Review over the next five years.

This motion is intended to offer a strong commitment by the Church in Wales to education in Wales, to receive the recommendations of the Review, and to commend its implementation.  

To assist Governing Body members, the ‘Summary and Introduction’ document has been included in the mailing to all members of the Governing Body, which gives a flavour of the Review Group’s work and a focus on the main areas of recommendation.  The full report will be available on the Church in Wales website in the run up to the Governing Body meeting.  The full report is not essential reading for every GB member at this stage.  It is intended as a document which will guide the Province and the Dioceses over the next 5 years, focussing our combined efforts to ensure high quality education with a distinctive Christian character for the children and young people of Wales.  
The main findings and recommendations of the report will be presented to the Governing Body and there will be an opportunity for GB members to discuss some of the issues raised in smaller groups.  These groups are intended to allow members of Governing Body to give more extended reflection on the Report, and to enable them to respond to the issues raised and to voice what they believe should be the benchmarks of the Church in Wales engagement with education.
It is proposed that there will be 10 groups (each with 12-15 people).  8 groups will be in separate rooms near to the Arts Hall, while 2 groups will remain in the Arts Hall itself.  1 or 2 groups will be conducted through the medium of Welsh, depending on demand.  GB members will be allocated to groups on the morning.  Each group will have a facilitator who will manage discussion and keep a focus on 3 key questions:

Having listened to the Presentations this morning:
· What, for you, is the most compelling reason for the Church in Wales’ involvement in education?

· As the Church in Wales prioritises its involvement in education, which area of work should be addressed most vigorously in the next 12 months?

· Which recommendation of the Education Review Group will you take back to your parish, local community?

Once the Governing Body has reconvened in the Arts Hall, there will be a short presentation by some young people from St John Baptist CW High School in Aberdare, and an opportunity to hear from David Lankshear, principal author of the Report.  

Members may then contribute to the debate on the motion, incorporating insights gained from the work in groups, before the debate will be wound up by the proposer, including some collation of the feedback from the groups.
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